
118

Lynn Blair was born in Abilene, Texas. He is married to the former
Cookie Jordan. They are the parents of three daughters, two sons
and eight grandchildren. Blair graduated from the Sunset School
of Preaching In Lubbock, Texas in 1973. He has preached in
lectureships and gospel meetings in twelve states and five foreign
countries. Blair has worked with radio, television, and in city,
county, state and federal prison ministries. He is presently serving
as the preacher for the Lord’s church in Valley View, Texas.

WHERE THE LAW IS SILENT
Lynn Blair

INTRODUCTION1

The subject, “Where The Law Is Silent,” is an extremely important
one. Every man, woman and child needs to know and understand the
principle of authority as it relates to the silence of the Scriptures. Most
of the denominational people we strive to convert, including our friends
and relatives, do not understand this principle.

What are we to do when the Bible is silent on a subject? If it does
not say, “thou shall not,” then is it okay?

EXAMPLES OF THIS CONCEPT FROM SCRIPTURE
God instructed Noah to build an ark (Gen. 6:14-22). Most people

imagine the ark being a big boat. It may have been square instead of
bowed. Interestingly, the Chinese symbol for boat is eight mouths in a
box, which represents eight people in a box. We know that Noah was
instructed to make it out of “gopher wood” (v. 14). When God said
“gopher wood” that is what He meant. Not pine, not oak, not cedar, it
was to be made of “gopher wood.”

Further, Noah was instructed as to the dimensions of the ark (Gen.
6:15). It was to be 300 cubits long. The general rule for determining the
length of a cubit is to measure from the elbow to the tip of the fingers
(this averages about 18 inches). However long a cubit was in Noah’s
day, the ark was to be 300 cubits long—not 299 cubits, not 301 cubits,
it was to be 300 cubits long. In the same verse, God told Noah that the
ark is to be 50 cubits wide—not 49 cubits, not 51 cubits, it was to be 50
cubits wide. And, in that same verse God told Noah that the ark was to
be 30 cubits in height—not 29 cubits, not 31 cubits, it was to be 30
cubits high.
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In Genesis 6:16, God told Noah that the ark was to have 3 stories
or levels—not 2 stories, not 4 stories, but 3 stories. In modern times, a
contractor knows that he is to build according to the blueprint. He is not
at liberty to change the dimensions of anything.

One cannot help but notice the details of God’s pattern for the ark!
When God said how long and wide the ark was to be, that automati-
cally eliminated every other dimension for its length and width. When
God said to make the ark out of gopher wood, that automatically
eliminated every other kind of wood.

A second Biblical example is found in Leviticus 10:1-2. Here,
Nadab and Abihu (sons of Aaron and nephews of Moses) offered
strange fire unto God while serving as priests. God had told them where
to get the fire for their censers, but they decided on their own to get fire
from a different source (perhaps just a common fire that they made).
The point is, they were killed because they “offered strange fire before
the Lord, which he commanded them not.” God had given them a
commandment as to what fire to offer. They decided that the type of
fire offered did not really make any difference. Thus, going beyond
what God had said by offering “strange fire,” Nadab and Abihu paid for
their sin with their lives.

SCRIPTURES AUTHORIZE IN ONLY THREE WAYS
The Scriptures authorize in only three ways: Explicit Command,

Approved Apostolic Example, and Necessary Inference (What is
implied?). These ways of authorization need to be considered.
Explicit Command

First, an explicit command is an explicit, direct, statement. An
explicit command is usually obvious and yet, if one does not read or
know the Bible, he will still miss what God expects, as explained in His
Word. A few examples should be sufficient to show what an explicit
command is.

 On Pentecost, those convicted of having a part in the crucifixion
of the Son of God asked the apostles: “Men and brethren, what shall we
do?” (Acts 2:37). Responding to their question, Peter explicitly
commanded: “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38). That was a direct, explicit command. They
were not told to repent, be baptized, and stand on their heads. They



120 Where the Law is Silent

were not told only to repent. They were not to add to or take away from
the command.

A second example comes from the lips of our Savior. In Mark
16:15, He explicitly commanded His apostles: “Go ye into all the world,
and preach the gospel to every creature.” Although they did not fully
understand it when He told them this, He did not say: “Go into all the
world, and preach the Gospel to every Jew.” They were not to take
away nor add to the command Jesus had given them.

A third example comes from the inspired apostle Paul. Writing to
the church at Corinthians, he explicitly commanded: “Now concerning
the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of
Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the first day of the week let every one of
you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no
gatherings when I come” (1 Cor. 16:1-2). Notice in verse one, he told
them that this is the same explicit command he had given to the
churches of Galatia. Seeing that this is a pattern for all congregations
to follow, the collection (contribution) is to be taken when the church
assembles on the first day of the week—not on Saturday, not on
Monday, but on Sunday. The command is to “every one of you.” It is
to be a free will offering, given as one has been “prospered.” That is
how and when the church is to collect money—not with bazaar sales,
not with rent houses, not with pie suppers, et cetera. God expects the
Christian to give according to the Scriptural pattern He has provided.
And, one must not add to or take away from His explicit commands.
Approved Apostolic Example

What did the apostles do with God’s approval in the first century
church? Since they were inspired, how did they worship? How did they
carry on the Lord’s business? A couple of examples should suffice.

In Acts 20:7, we read: “And upon the first day of the week, when
the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them,
ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until mid-
night.” This verse tells of a worship service that included the Lord’s
Supper (breaking bread). Notice, it was on “the first day of the week.”
No other Scripture states specifically on which day to observe the
Lord’s Supper. It may be correctly inferred from Acts 2:42 and
1 Corinthians 11:20ff; 16:2 that the Jerusalem and Corinthian congre-
gations partook of the Lord’s Supper upon the first day of the week, but
those passages do not explicitly say so. Acts 20:7 is clear enough. The
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first day, Sunday, is when the first century church observed the Lord’s
Supper—not on Thursday or Saturday, but on Sunday.

Denominational churches have taken it upon themselves to decide
“which” first days, i.e., Sundays, of the year they will observe the
Lord’s Supper. How many weeks have a first day? All of them! How
dare denominational people decide that they will take the Lord’s
Supper this Sunday, but not the next! Did the Israelites exhibit such a
cavalier attitude toward their sabbath? No! When the Israelites were
commanded: “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy” (Ex. 20:8),
they did not ask “which” sabbath days in the year they were to observe.
And, they did not take the liberty to determine for themselves that they
would observe some sabbaths and skip the observance of others.

Regarding the Lord’s Supper, what some of our brethren are doing
should trouble us even more than what the denominationalists are doing
(or not doing, as the case may be). Regrettably, we have brethren who
have no qualms whatsoever about observing the Lord’s Supper on a
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, or Saturday. The fact
that they have no Scriptural authority of any kind for doing so does not
bother them in the least. With them, their “will worship” (Col. 2:23)
trumps worship done “in the name of [i.e., by the authority of] the Lord
Jesus” (Col. 3:17).

 A second example is found in Acts 6:1-7. Here, the apostles gave
instructions for choosing deacons. In providing for the food needs of
the widows, some of the Grecian widows were being neglected. How
did the inspired apostles handle this problem? They told the congrega-
tion: “Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest
report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over
this business” (Acts 6:3). Certain qualifications were given that had to
be met by the men selected to see that all of the widows were cared for.
Why can we not follow this same pattern today? By the way, the
qualification, “full of the Holy Ghost” (v. 6), implies that each man
selected had to be obedient to that which the Holy Ghost provided
through the Word of God. Since they did not possess written copies of
the New Testament, they had God’s Word spoken to them. Today, we
have that Word from the Holy Spirit in its written form.
Necessary Inference (Implication)

It is on this point of establishing authority that most misunderstand-
ings come. False teachers claim that the Bible implies something when
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it does not. Sometimes the wrong implication is not a matter of
salvation, but sometimes it is.

For instance, an implication that is not a matter of salvation is that
of Lot going to Egypt. Where do the Scriptures say that Lot ever went
down into Egypt? The Bible never states that he went down to Egypt,
but it does say that he came up out of Egypt with Abram (Gen. 13:1).
Obviously, if he came up out of Egypt he had, at some point, to have
gone down into Egypt. Therefore, it is implied that he went down into
Egypt.

An example of more importance is that of only men being elders.
The question is sometimes asked: “Can women be elders?” The answer
is: “No, women cannot be elders.” One might ask: “Where does it say
that women cannot be elders?” The answer to this question comes from
necessary inference (implication). In 1 Timothy 3:2 and Titus 1:6, Paul
gave the qualification that an elder must be the husband of one wife.
Since a woman cannot be the husband of one wife (Scripturally), that
qualification implies that only men can be elders. A woman can never
Scripturally qualify to be an elder because she can never be the husband
of one wife.
A Word About Expediency

There are times when the Bible explicitly commands us to do a
specific thing, but allows us to exercise our judgment in determining
how best to complete that command. Again, consider Mark 16:15.
There, Jesus said: “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to
every creature.” There is no question about the fact that we are to “Go,”
but the question is: “How are we to go?” Are we to go by horseback,
car, bus, train, airplane, or on foot? How? No specifics were given as
to how we are to go. Further, we were explicitly commanded to preach
the Gospel, but the question is: “By what means are we to preach the
Gospel?” Are we preach the Gospel on the internet, by writing, by
radio, by television.” How? Although the Gospel is certainly a pattern
(Rom. 6:17; 2 Tim. 1:13) there are various ways in which to get the
Gospel to the people. Every good and faithful congregation should
continue to ask: “How can this congregation carry out the great
commission in the wisest, most expedient way?”

Another example concerning expediency is found in James 1:27. In
that verse, Christians are commanded to “visit the fatherless and
widows in their affliction.” The word “visit” means to “visit with a
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view to help, relieve, or deliver”2 What is the wisest, best, most
expedient way to accomplish this? Would it be acceptable if we chose
a couple to keep some of these needy children or an aged widow in
their home? May we build them a house and provide for them a home
in which to live? In providing the needs of “the fatherless and widow,”
is it permissible for us to build and help maintain a number of homes,
grouped together on the same parcel of land? Would not specific cases
and situations determine which is the most expedient way of obeying
the command to “visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction”?

An example of an expediency that all can understand is our church
buildings. In Hebrews 10:25, we are told not to forsake the assembling
of ourselves together. So by implication we are told to assemble. We
have an example of an assembly described in Acts 20:7 (this and other
passages show that the church assembled on the first day of the week).
But, where do we assemble, and at what time are we to assemble? Do
we separate the congregation by having the women to sit on one side
and the men on the other? Do we take the collection (1 Cor. 16:1-2)
before or after the Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)? Do we use air condition-
ing or just open the windows and use hand fans? And, what about a
baptistery? Should we have one in the building or should we adjourn
and go to a river or pond to baptize people? While such things as these
are matters of expediency, the point is that we are to assemble and
worship together according to the pattern found in the New Testament.

SCRIPTURE CLEARLY TEACHES US
TO RESPECT GOD’S AUTHORITATIVE WORD

In Deuteronomy 4:2, living under the Law of Moses, the Israelites
were told: “Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you,
neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the command-
ments of the Lord your God which I command you.” As noted earlier,
they understood that when God said, “Remember the sabbath day, to
keep it holy” (Ex. 20:8), that He meant every sabbath day. In keeping
with Deuteronomy 4:2, they would not dare to keep some Sabbaths and
leave others out.

In Revelation 22:18-19, we read:
For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the
prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things,
God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:
And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of
this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of
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life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are
written in this book.

I understand that those verses may find their specific application in
what is recorded in the Book of Revelation. However, the principle
stated in those verses holds true throughout God’s Word. God does not
allow man to add to nor take away from His Word.

Other Bible verses emphatically and clearly stress that God’s Word
is to be reverently respected. Inspiration itself commands: “[W]hatso-
ever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus” (Col.
3:17). This speaks directly to authority. “[I]n the name of the Lord
Jesus” means by His authority. Therefore, this one verse demands that
every doctrine taught and that every practice (evangelism, edification,
and benevolence) in which the church engages must be authorized by
God.

Our last example on this point is found in 1 Corinthians 4:6. This
verse in the King James Version has Paul saying: “And these things,
brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and to Apollos for
your sakes; that ye might learn in us not to think of men above that
which is written, that no one of you be puffed up for one against
another.” Translating the verse a little differently, the American
Standard Version (1901) more correctly reads: “Now these things,
brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and Apollos for your
sakes; that in us ye might learn not to go beyond the things which are
written; that no one of you be puffed up for the one against the other”
(emphasis added). Either way, the message is basically the same—The
only things authorized are the things which are written, and we must
not go beyond what is written.

WE UNDERSTAND THIS IN OTHER AREAS OF LIFE
Consider this scenario. I go to a restaurant, pick up a menu and

order coffee, bacon and eggs (which includes grits and toast). When my
food order comes, in addition to what I have ordered, the waiter brings
out ham, sausage, bacon, fruit, waffles and pancakes. I quickly tell the
waiter: “I didn’t order all of this.” The waiter replies: “Well, you didn’t
say not to bring it, and besides, I thought you would enjoy it. By the
way, here is the bill for what you ordered—and, the charges for all of
the other things I bought for your enjoyment are on it, too.” Whether
I would enjoy the items I did not order is beside the point. I would
refuse to pay for those things I did not authorize the waiter to bring
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(and I very seriously doubt that I would leave a tip). By specifically
ordering the coffee, bacon and eggs (which includes grits and toast)
from the menu, everything else on that menu was excluded. The waiter
was neither authorized to bring me anything else nor did he have the
right to expect me to pay for it.

Usually, most wives do not encourage their husbands to go grocery
shopping by themselves. Why? Because they know their husbands are
prone to “add” to the grocery list once they get into the store. The wife
has a grocery list of the things she needs (and in some cases, has
budgeted for) at the store. When she makes out that list, she does not
write out “butter only,” “potatoes only,” “pork chops only,” et cetera.
She simply lists the items she wants and that eliminates everything else.

Restrooms in public places have sign and/or symbols on their
doors. When the sign says “MEN,” it does not have to say “MEN
ONLY” or “NO WOMEN ALLOWED.” When it says “MEN,”
everyone knows that it means only men are allowed in that restroom.
Sometimes pictures or symbols are used instead or in addition to the
words on a restroom door, but the message is the same.

Do you not hate it when a mechanic “takes it upon himself” to fix
something—without asking you first—and then wants to charge you for
it? We might argue that we did not authorize him to do the work or
replace the parts for which he is charging us. How many of us would
accept his response if it was: “Well, you didn’t tell me NOT to do it.”

We have understood these basic rules of authority nearly all of our
lives, and we still do. When a thing is authorized, then nothing is to be
added to it nor taken away from it without further authorization. Why
do people not see that same principle when it comes to Scriptural
authority?

VIOLATIONS OF THE LAW OF SILENCE
An obvious violation of the “Law of Silence” is seen in infant

baptism. Where do the Scriptures authorize anyone to baptize babies?
I have asked some of my denominational friends that very question.
The first answer they usually give, if they have any knowledge of the
New Testament at all, is what I call the “household argument.” There
are instances in the New Testament where the text says households
were baptized, as in the case of Lydia (Acts 16:14-15). Denominational
people try to say that in the cases where households were baptized,
babies in those households were baptized along with the adults. There
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are at least two primary problems with that answer. First, where does
the Bible say anything about there being babies in those households?
To say that there were babies in those households is to argue from
silence. An argument from silence proves nothing! Second, babies
cannot believe. Scriptures prove that in order for one to be a proper
candidate for baptism, he must believe (Mk. 16:16; cf. Acts 8:36-37).
Babies cannot repent, which also comes before baptism (Acts 2:38).
When they cannot answer these matters, they usually resort to: “Well,
it doesn’t say not to baptize babies.” By specifying what one must do
to be saved, the Bible excludes everything else. By the way, babies are
not born in sin and have no sin until they reach a mental age of
accountability (Ezek. 18:20; 28:15; Mt. 18:3-4; Rom. 14:12); therefore,
they have no need to be baptized.

Among the greatest violations of the Law of Silence is found in
errant or false worship. This is true of the errors practiced by
denominationalists regarding the day the Lord’s Supper is to be
observed (Acts 20:7), and the unscriptural means they use to raise
money (1 Cor. 16:1-2). Since we have already discussed those matters,
we will not revisit them here. Besides, unfortunately, many other
violations can be found which illustrate this point.

In the area of prayer we have no authorization to add prayer beads
or rosary to our prayers. Brother Alan Highers brought this out very
well in his debate with Given Blakely in 1988.3

Perhaps, the violation of the Law of Silence can be noted by
considering the most popular corruption of worship—the use of
instrumental music. There is not one syllable in all the Bible which
authorized the church to use instrumental music in its New Testament
worship. When this vital fact is brought out to folks, they frequently
respond: “But the Bible doesn’t say we cannot use instrumental music.”

Anyone who has ever played the children’s game, Simon Says, can
understand the Law of Silence! In Simon Says, when the person who
is “It” says: “Simon says ‘stand up,’” everyone is supposed to stand up.
However, if the person who is “It” just says, “Sit down,” then whoever
sits down is “out,” because Simon did not say “Sit down.” God says,
“sing” (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16), but nowhere in the New Testament does
He say, “sing and play.” Would the people who claim that instrumental
music used in worship to God is okay also claim it is okay to worship
God by burning incense, engaging in religious dancing, handling
poisonous snakes, and including meat and potatoes in the Lord’s



Lynn Blair 127

Supper? If they object and deny that any of those things can be done as
acceptable worship to God, by what Scriptural basis would they oppose
it?4

Why would anyone want to add to the pattern of New Testament
worship? The short answer is because they want to. Sometimes, it may
be done in order to please other people. At other times, perhaps it
involves staying with tradition. Ultimately, people add to or take away
from the pattern for New Testament worship because they do not know
about the Law of Silence (Law of Exclusion) or because they do not
care if there is a Law of Silence.

CONCLUSION
It is not something new that problems arise as a result of men

violating the Law of Silence in their dealings with Scripture. Such
problems have been seen from the days of Adam and Eve all the way
through the Bible to the end of Revelation. In recent times, those same
kind of problems have been observed it in the church throughout the
eighteen and nineteen hundreds. This was so even though brethren have
had as their motto: “Let us call Bible things by Bible names, and let us
do Bible things in Bible ways ... Let us speak where the Bible speaks
and be silent where the Bible is silent.”5 But as we know, a good
number of brethren did not and will not follow that principle. During
the heyday of the so-called “Restoration Movement,” instead of
speaking the things that become sound doctrine (Tit. 2:1), a large
segment in the church decided to corrupt God’s pattern of worship and
they added instrumental music to their worship.

There are still brethren who choose to follow their own desires and,
abandoning God’s pattern, add instrumental music to their worship.
One has but to look at the Richland Hills Church of Christ website to
see that they have a Sunday assembly in which they use instrumental
music in their worship.6 Sadly, they are not the only ones in our
fractured brotherhood who are engaging in such a vain and ungodly
activity. They are just the first big congregation to do it, and tragically,
many will follow their example.

Brethren, let us teach our precious young people why we do not
add to nor take away from God’s Word. Let us help them to strengthen
their faith the same way our faith is strengthened. The only way faith
is brought about and strengthened is found in the words of Paul: “So
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then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Rom.
10:17).

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are from the King James Version unless otherwise
noted.
2 Ethelbert W. Bullinger, A Critical Lexicon and Concordance to the English
and Greek New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House,
1975), 849.
3 Given O. Blakely, and Allen Highers, The Highers–Blakely Debate on
Instrumental Music, (Denton,TX: Valid Publications, Inc., 1988), 25.
4 Ibid.
5 Goebel Music, “Where the Scriptures Are Silent We Must Be Silent,” Denton
Lectures—Studies in Hebrews (Denton, TX: Valid Publications, 1983), 45.
6 Rhchurch.org
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